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REF: ASMARA 0055 (DTG 221330Z JAN 76), ASMARA 0046 (DTG 221225Z JAN 76 

1 . IN REPONSE TO MY JAN. 22 REQUESTS TO GETACHEW AND 
TELAHUN FOR AN ARMED GUARD ON CONGEN COMPOUND (REFTELS), 

A SQUAD OF SOLDIERS COMMANDED BY A LIEUTENANT, AND ACCOMPANIED 
BY A MAJOR FROM THE 15TH BRIGADE AT EXPO AND ANOTHER MAJOR 
FROM G-3, 2ND DIVISION, ARRIVED ON THE COMPOUND AND 
DISCUSSED OUR REQUIREMENTS WITH ME, THEN REPORTED BACK 
TO THEIR HQS, LEAVING THE SQUAD OF TWELVE, UNDER COMMAND 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ASMARA 00060 261800Z 

OF THE LIEUTENANT ONTHE COMPOUND. THE SQUAD 
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REMAINED OVERNIGHT AND THROUGH THE NEXT DAY, JAN 23, 

UNTIL LATE AFTERNOON, WHEN THE LIEUTENANT AND ALL 
BUT FOUR OF THE TROOPS DEPARTED. SINCE THEN, WE HAVE 
HAD FOUR SOLDIERS ON 24-HOUR DUTY ON THE COMPOUND. 

2. THE SOLDIERS BEING DETAILED TO THIS DUTY 

ARE RECENTLY RECALLED OLDER VETERANS, MANY HAVING SERVED 
IN KOREA AND THE CONGO. THEY ARE WEARING NEW UNIFORMS, 
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ARE GOOD-HUMORED AND FRIENDLY, AND SEEM TO TAKE THEIR 
RESPONSIBILITIES SERIOUSLY. THE APPEAR TO BE 
OPERATING IN RELIEFS OF TWO, WITH TWO ON DUTY, ONE AT 
EACH COMPOUND GATE, AT ALL TIMES. ALTHOUGH I ORIGINALLY 
REQUESTED THEIR PRESENCE ONLY AT NIGHT, I HAVE NOT 
OBJECTED TO THEIR 24-HOUR PRESENCE. WE HAVE RESERVED A 
SMALL AREA IN OUR MOTOR POOL FOR THEM WHERE THEY HAVE 
SET UP PALLETS AND A TABLE AND CHAIRS. THEY ARE 
PROVIDED WITH FOOD AND BEVERAGES REGULARLY BY 
THEIR OWN 2ND DIV. MESS. THEY ARE ARMED WITH SINGLE SHOT 
BOLT ACTION 7.92 MM MAUSERS (YUGOSLAVIAN). EACH CARRIERS 40 
ROUNDS OF AMMUNITION IN A LEATHER POUCH. SO FAR SO GOOD. 

3. THE ARRIVAL OF THESE EPMG TROOPS ON THE COMPOUND HAS 
HAD A SALUTARY EFFECT ON OUR CIVILIAN GUARDS. THE LATTER 
HAVE BEEN STIFFENED AND OBVIOUSLY NOW TAKE THEIR DUTIES 
MORE SERIOUSLY. IN VIEW OF THE TARGETTING OF AMERICANS 
BY THE INSURGENTS AND RECENT SABOTAGE EFFORTS, I BELIEVE 
THE PRESENCE OF THESE TROOPS WILL OFFSET TO SOME DEGREE 
ANY UNRELIABILITY THAT MIGHT BE EVIDENCED BY OUR LOCAL 
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GUARDS WHO, AFTER ALL, ARE ALL ERITREANS. THE PRESENCE 
OF THESE GUARDS DIRECTLY INVOLVES THE EPMG IN THE 
PROTECTION OF THE CONGEN. THESE GUARDS ALSO WILL 
PRESUMABLY BEAR THE BRUNT OF ANY FIGHTING THAT MAY 
PROVE NECESSARY RATHER THAN OUR MSG, OBSOLETE WEAPONRY 
NOTWITHSTANDING, THUS HOPEFULLY PERMITTING US TO AVOID 
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INVOLVEMENT IN ACTUAL MILITARY ACTIONS. 

SHERRY 
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